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prelates to return to their sees* St Eusebius left Thebais and came to
Alexandria, to concert measures with St Athanasius for applying proper
remedies to the evils of the church. He was present, and subscribed
immediately after St Athanasius, in the council held there in 362, by
which it was resolved to allow the penitent prelates, who had been deceived
by the Arians, especially at Rimini, to preserve their dignity. From
Alexandria our saint went to Antioch to endeavour to extinguish the great
schism there; but found it widened by Lucifer of Cagliari, who had ordained
Paulinus bishop. He would not communicate with Paulinus, but made
haste out of Antioch. Lucifer resented this behaviour, and broke off
communion with him and with all who with the late council of Alexandria
received the Arian bishops in their dignity upon their return to the true
faith. This was the origin of the schism of Lucifer who, by pride, lost
the fruit of his former zeal and sufferings.

St Eusebius travelled over the East and through Illyricum, confirming
in the faith those that were wavering, and bringing back many that were
gone astray. Italy, at his return, changed its mourning garments, according
to the expression of St Jerom. There St Hilary of Poitiers and St Eusebius
met, and were employed in opposing the Arians, particularly Auxentius
of Milan: but that crafty heretic had gained the favour of Valentinian,
and maintained himself under his protection against the united zealous
efforts of St Hilary and St Eusebius. St Jerom, in his chronicle, places
the death of the latter in 371. An ancient author says it happened on
the ist of August. He is styled a martyr in two old panegyrics in his
praise, printed in the appendix of the works of St Ambrose. There only
remain of his works the three epistles above quoted. In the cathedral of
Vercelli is shown an old MS. copy of the gospels of St Matthew and
St Mark, said to be written by St Eusebius: it was almost worn out with
age near eight hundred years ago, when King Berengarius caused it to be
covered with plates of silver. The body of St Eusebius is laid in a shrine
above a side altar in the cathedral at Vercelli. The Roman Missal and
Breviary give his office on the i^th of December, which is probably the
day on which his relics were removed; for his name occurs in ancient
calendars on the ist of August.

The holy fathers, who by their zeal and learning maintained the true
faith, shunned the dangerous rocks of error because in their studies they
followed the rules laid down by divine revelation, and made sincere humility
the foundation of all their literary pursuits. Conscious that they were liable
to mistakes, they entertained a modest diffidence in themselves and their
own judgment, and said with St Austin, " I may err, but a heretic I will
never be." This humility and caution is a sure guard against any fatal
errors in religion, or dangerous miscarriages in civil conduct, with regard